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CHAPTER 1

Integrative Functions of the “Mini-Projects” of 
the Didactic Units of Language Textbooks in 
the Social Action-Oriented Approach (SAOA)

Christian PUREN1

INTRODUCTION

The authors of the 2001 Common European Framework of Reference for Langu-
ages (CEFRL) voice in their text, without drawing all the didactic implications, a 
new approach that they call “action- oriented approach”. In the chapter where they 
define it very briefly, they present it implicitly, but clearly, as being distinct from 
the communicative approach since they oppose the reference action of the com-
municative approach - the speech act - to that of the “social agents:” While acts 
of speech occur within language activities, these activities form part of a wider 
social context, which alone is able to give them their full meaning” (p. 9).

On the same page of the CEFRL, this interpretation is validated by the fact that 
the authors consider the learner in class as a real social agent of his/her learning, 
whereas in the communicative approach the learner acts as if he/she were a social 
actor during artificial activities precisely called “simulation” as quoted below:

“The approach adopted here, generally speaking, is an action-oriented one 
in so far as it views users and learners of a language primarily as ‘social 
agents’, i.e., members of society who have tasks (not exclusively language-re-
lated) to accomplish in a given set of circumstances, in a specific environment 
and within a particular field of action.” (p. 9, I underline)

1 Professor Emeritus of the University of Saint-Etienne (France), Honorary President of the Association 
Française des Professeurs de Langues Vivantes (APLV).


